Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 153 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.085; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.6.
In the title compound, (C 28 H 43 N 2 ) [SnCl 3 ], two pairs of molecular species are present in the asymmetric unit. The employed -diimine opens up, forming a highly asymmetric ammonium that has its protons at one of the N atoms [N-C= 1.264 (4) and 1.516 (4) Å ]. One of the C=N double bonds was oxidized to C-N, which is consistent with the bond length of 1.516 (4) Å . Meanwhile Sn IV was reduced to Sn II . The (SnCl) 3 À anion is trigonal-pyramidal. In the crystal, molecules are linked by C-HÁ Á ÁCl, N-HÁ Á ÁCl, N-HÁ Á ÁN and C-HÁ Á ÁN bonds. The crystal studied was twinned by pseudomerohedry.
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